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HOLIDAY GREETINGS 


Since this technically the 
December number the News-Letter, 
though considerably delayed, the 
editors hope permissible for 
them extend best wishes for 
Christmas and the New all 
our readerse 


TWO YEARS OLD 


The News-Letter herewithfinishes 
the second year its existence. 
The editors hope that has been 
service its readers, and that 
will continue. They have 
very little tangible evidence 
the fact, however, 
ferences readers for one 
another type material. Perhaps 
the only evidence they will ever 
receive will the ancient par- 
liamentary enable each 
reader cast his vote that 
basis, they are including this 
number subscription blank for the 
coming.year. But they suggest that 
the usual ballot-box sternness 
tempered this that 
you found the News-Letter worth 
dollar, you renewal 
soon you conveniently can; that 
you did not, you sendin the re- 
newal anyhow, but write letter 
the editors telling them what 
wrong with the News-Letter. They 
will then try 


MILTON AND THE LEVELLERS 
Editor's The 


following 


abstract William Haller 


the 


(Columbia) the paper which 

prepared read the convention 
the Modern Language Association 
year ago. This the 
series three papers, digests 
the first two which were given 


previous issues the 
Letter. 
The paper which prepared 


read before the seventeenth cen- 
tury group last December was 
prompted recent examination 
the pamphlets put forth the 
especially Lilburne and 
Walwyn, during their controversy 
with Cromwell and the Council 
State after 1647. Milton was di- 
rected the Council reply 
them, but never 
task. Perhaps recognized the 
fact that their ultimate objective 
had much common with his own. 
Both and they proposed that free 
speech, i.e. criticism, opposition 
and complaint, granted recog- 
nized function and organ within 
the structure the state. 
ton proposed implement free 
speech through the wise and learn- 
counsellor the wise prince 
protector or, better yet, sen- 
ate worthies, who should rule 
the state for the good the peo- 
ple. The Levellers proposed 
implement free speech through the 
machinery, which has since come 
taken for granted, free as- 
sembly, free press, freedom 
party organization, and free popu- 
lar election representatives 
under parliamentary system 
government. The difference between 
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Milton 
respect means ra- 


was 
ther than ends. was the dif- 
ference between the planning 
rather old-fashioned Renaissance 
scholar and the new type popu- 
lar leader who had grown 
conditions from which Milton was 
not much alien insulated. 
important fact, connection 
with all this, that Lilburne 
and Walwyn were far from being, 
they too often are represented, 
ignorant, confused even unlearn- 
They knew their Bibles, 
course, and they had both read and 
listened many sermons, but Lil- 
burne was addition saturated 
the English chronicles and Eng- 
lish law especially Coke and 
Walwyn was attentive reader, 


Montaigne, Charron, 


and the Thus the champ- 
fons democracy the Puritan 
Revolution stood the vernacular 
level for the same vital fusion 
humanist and protestant influences, 
which Milton, the level 
high intellectual culture, was the 
express embodiment. 


MLA ANNUAL MEETING 


Rudolf Kirk (Rutgers), Chairman 
the Seventeenth-Century dis- 
cussion group, sends the follow- 
ing program, which was provided 
case the convention (later can- 
celled) had been held. give 
with apologies for its lateness. 


ENGLISH VI: The Seventeenth Cen- 
turye Chairman, Rudolf Kirk, Rut- 
gers University; Secretary, 
Scott-Craig, Hobart College. 


Subject, The Present State 
Seventeenth Century Studies. 


The Prose the Early Part 
the Century, Allen, The 
Johns Hopkins University. 


The Poetry the Early and 
Middle Century, White, 
University 


The Latter Seventeenth Cen- 
tury, Louis Bredvold, Univer- 
sity Michigan. 


Advisory (and Nominating) Com- 
mittee; Frederick Hard, Newcomb 
College, Che; Francis Johnson, 
Stanford University; Florence 
Brinkley, Goucher College. 


WORK PROGRESS 


effort ascertain the 
present status studies Eng- 
lish literature the seventeenth 
century, the editors this News- 
Letter sent inquiries few 
scholars, libraries, 
presses. Scholars were asked about 
the students now actively 
work the seventeenth-century 
field their institutions, ac- 
quisitions books their lib- 
publications themselves their 
students, and steps being taken 
prepare for future activities. Li- 
braries were asked similar ques- 
Presses were asked about 
their recent publications the 
seventeenth century, books this 
field planned for future publica- 
tion, and the relative dif- 
ficulty obtaining grants for 
such publications. The present 
issue the News-Letter de- 
voted largely report the 
answers their queries. The edi- 
tors take this opportunity ex- 
tend their grateful thanks the 
writers for their good nature 
replying such busy time. 
save space the editors have con- 
densed wherever possible; but they 
hope the writers will forgive them 
for these undue liberties with 
their exact language. 


The editors would ‘welcome ex- 
pressions opinions from readers 
whether this type infor- 
mation interest them and 
whether they would care for more. 
The editors would also glad 
receive information from readers 
about their own activities. 


HARVARD 


George Sherburn Harvard 
isn't doing badly the gradu- 
ate field everyone feared. Stu- 
dents are relatively few, but there 
are even have one 
naval boy who was told the Navy 
English and that's what 


The total registration the 
graduate level English pro- 
under fifty. The two courses 
the seventeenth century have re- 
spectively 14-and students. Se- 
minars are out for the duration, 
but students work individually with 
the professor with fairly good re- 
sults. One degree has just been 
granted for dissertation poe- 
tic imagery some the later 
metaphysicals, and students the 
are working dissertetions 
Fox's Book Martyrs, Res 
toration drolleries, Pattern 
verses the form wings, altars, 
and the like, and the relations 
reason and faith some the 
Cambridge Platonists. The studies 
Fox and the drolleries have 
been accepted. 


Harvard being comparatively 
human its faculty. run 
year-round basis, with 
every fourth term off. The fourth 
terms have tobe staggered. Douglas 
Bush hed the summer term off, and 
was enabled complete his 
history English literature, 1600- 
1660, for Oxford. have the term 
from November off, and 
trying complete volume, 
1660-1785. Much the volume, 
done collaboration with Kemp 
Malone, Baugh, Tucker Brooke, 
and Chew, completed. 
Hyder Rollins making the index 
his two-volume variorum edition 
Shakespeare's sonnets, and the 
rest the men all find time 
work something. shall, how- 
ever, glad see the various 
branches the armed forces dis- 
appear and the grass begin grow 


again the drill ground that 
used the Yard. 


William Jackson also 
account our acquisitions for 
the year ending June 30th. There 
are some nice items here 
corded, and when done will 
send you copy. 


don't know whether can 
boast having acquired 
not, but certainly cabled very 
shortly after the catalogue arri- 
ved for the letter which the Earl 
Rochester wrote his death- 
not yet had word from Quaritch 
whether not ours. 


HUNTINGTON LIBRARY 
Godfrey Davies 


During the past month 
ember, 1945, there have been seven 
scholars actively working the 
17th century English lit- 
erature the Huntington Library. 
For the January, 1944, 
there will approximately the 
same number, perhaps one two 
moree rapid survey the first 
eleven months 1943 indicates 
that there have been from five 
eight students working this 
each month. 


The Library has acquired 
books the field lit- 
erature, 1500-1640, and books 
the subject, 1640-1700, during 
the past year. 


For the summer 1944 one 
already been 
awarded for research Professor 
Samuel Chew Bryn Mawr Col- 
lege the subject “Relation 
Art and Literature the Renais- 
Professor Chew was award- 
similar grant for the summer 
1943. Arnold Williams 
Michigan State College spent six 


{ 


months Library fellowship 
here, studying the “Influence 
Biblical Literature Renaissance 
kins, formerly Princeton, 
and his subject was "The Relation 
1942 four were awar- 
Ged for studies late and 
eerly 17th century English litera- 
turee list these scholars 
and their subjects, well 


working here, given each 


year the Annual Report and also 
the 


inprevious years, articles 
17th century subjects have been 
printed intervals the Hun- 


tington Library Quarterly. 


new departures are being 
made plans for work this 
however, grants-in-aid will 
given, articles will publi- 
shed the Quarterly, and all 
possible encouragement will ex- 
tended scholars coming the 
Huntington Library study the 
field English literature. 


RESERVE 


James Holly Hanford writes; Max 
Fisch the Philosophy Department 
and the Library 
chiefly relation medicine. 
will out January Febru- 
ary 
Eulletin, which also Major 
Thomas Keys will have something 
the Plague but not especially 
that 1666. The presence 
the rich collections books 
fore 1800, very accessible and 
with plenty library help around, 
interested 16th and 17th cen- 
tury ideas. believe you can't 
Library have got 
fessional and scientific 
and the lack it, 


Army Library 


idealism 
glass 


wherein the moderns may see the 
shapes their own souls. But 
pretty well taken with 
the Rockefeller show and 


classes, and can only steal 
little time. 


recently got the bulk the 
Eriggs collection books 
used studying Ben Jonson. 


Fisch and are really all set 
take research people when 
they are available. With the Army 
Mecical resources and 
subjects jump out you. 


JOHNS HOPKINS 


Raymond Havens One 
students, Elizabeth Pope, 
will thesis this spring 
"Paradise Regained: the Tradi- 
tion and the Don Allen 
has edited the Owles Alman- 
acke (1618) for the Johns Hopkins 
Cornwallis's Essays. The former 
essentially appendix The 
Star-Crossed 
Tudor and Stuart Club has tidy 
sum hand for the purchase 
books but hasn't yet decided what 
all our usual graduate and under- 


graduate courses but not the sem- 
inarse 


FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY 
James McManaway 


The number 
can visit the Library small, 
though surprising number men 
and women the armed forces seek 
haven here when their schedules 
permit. from scholars 
distant institutions and par- 
ticularly from scholars England 
numerous. And though our own 
English Renaissance books are yet 


scholars who 


dead storage, has frequently 
help inquirers 
rare books 
from logical 
even 


been 
locate copies 
libraries remote 
bombing objectives 
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supply photostats. 


Ina vanishing market, the 
has enjoyed remarkable 
good fortune purchasing rare 
books, few them unre- 
corded, some others not found 
America, and others known only 
two three copies. 


Fellowships were suspended 
for the duration the end the 
academic year 1942. 


The most recent publication 
the series Folger Reprints 
Oenone and Paris, edi- 
with notes Dr. Joseph 
Adams from the unique Folger copy, 
the first reprint very early 
Shakespearian imitation. This 
poem, attributed Adams 
Thomas Heywood, particularly 
M(iddleton)'s Ghost Lucrece, 
which Dr. Adams edited some years 
ago earlier item the 
series Folger Reprints. 


English books the period 
1641-1700 have been 
and eighteenth-century English 
books are now receiving the atten- 
tion the bibliographers. 
hoped that early victory over 
Germany will permit the return 
Renaissance books and manuscripts. 


YALE UNIVERSITY PRESS 
Benjamin Nangle, Editor 


the Yale English, 
writes; The has plans 
for anything interest your 
group except what may appear 
the Yale Studies English. 
have somewhat limited income 
available for subsidizing the pub- 
lication work English lit- 
erature; two books year our 
normal limit, with occasional 
third when royalties accumulate 
sufficiently for the purpose. 
happens, our grist for the two 
years past has not included any- 
thing from the seventeenth century. 
But two dissertations may eventually 


appear the series. David Novarr 
fairly well along study 
Sir Kenelm Digby man 
letters, but now serving the 
Harley Thompson working 
the influence Cicero Mil- 
ton's prose, but will not complete 
his study for another year 
least. 


edition Herbert 
through page proof and now 
printed. should appear 
very soon after the new year. 
contains the first adequate study 
the religious thought "the 
father English and the 
first real evaluation that 
thought its relation deism 
general and the philosophic 
background the seventeenth cen- 


turye author's independent 
investigation the sources 
Herbert Cherbury's philosophi- 


cal ideas leads him the conclu- 
sion that the origin modern de- 
ism and the origin Herbert's 
philosophy are one; the revolt, 
captained chiefly Italian reli- 
gious exiles, against persecution. 


The work introduces the mod- 
ern reader Herbert's Religione 
Laici, the most characteristic 
production perhaps the most ver- 
satile English nobleman the 
seventeenth century, who chose 


his lifelong hobby the study 
philosophy. Mr. 
the first printed edition the 


Latin text Herbert's work since 
1656, and his translation the 
text the first ever published. 


addition the text and the 
translation the Religione 
Laici, Mr. Hutcheson gives, 
Chapter II, analysis Her- 
bert's metaphysical treatise, 
Veritate, some knowledge which 
necessary the proper under- 
standing Herbert's religious 
book contains 
also the first complete technical 
bibliography Herbert's writings, 
summary what known Her- 
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bertian manuscripts, and selec- 


ted list books 
about Herbert. 


and articles 


UNIVERSITY NORTH CAROLINA 
PRESS 


Couch, Director, writes: 
have one recent publication 
the field seventeenth-century 
English Karl Wal- 
lace's Francis Bacon Communica- 
tion and Rhetoric. have noth- 
ing this field scheduled for 
publication. hope some 
publishing this field the 
post-war period; but beyond one 
two items have definite 


UNIVERSITY MICHIGAN PRESS 


Frank Robbins, Director, 
writes: The only publication deal- 
ing with seventeenth-century Eng- 
lish literature which have is- 
sued within the last few years 


The Aesthetic Theory Thomas 


Hobbes, Clarence Thorpe 
(1940). have under considera- 


tion the present time volume 
studies mediaeval and 
naissance literature. has not 
yet been finally accepted for pub- 
lication, but think that there 
little doubt that will be. 
should say that studies 
seventeenth-century English 
erature have just good chance 
any other field. 


COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY PRESS 


Rosalyn Rubin have 
published the following titles 
seventeenth-century English lit- 
erature since 


net Sequences, 1958. 


Spencer and Van Doren, 


dies Metaphysical Poetry, 


Wells, Elizabethan and 
bean Playwrights, 1959. 


1940. 


Jonas, The Divine Science, 
1940. 


Willey, The Seventeenth Cen- 
tury Background, 


Larrabee, English Bards and 
Grecian Marbles, 1943. 


Homiletic Tragedy, 1943. 


book which has historical well 
literary significance for the 
seventeenth-century period. 
entitled The Leveller Tracts, 
1653, Haller and Davis. 
Its price will $6.50, but 
yet definite publication date 
has been sete our experience 
not more difficult ob- 
tain grants from the American Coun- 
cil Societies where 
needed for work dealing with 
seventeenth-century English lit- 
erature than would fora 
title another field interest. 


HARVARD UNIVERSITY PRESS 


Roger Scaife, Director, 
reply your letter 
there little that can con- 
tribute. 1942 published The 
Globe Playhouse, John Adams, 
and some time 1944 plan 
publish Shakespeare and the Actors, 
Arthur Colby Sprague. 


UNIVERSITY CHICAGO PRESS 


John McNeill, 
writes; have not 
the publication lit- 
erature studies the seventeenth 
Such books have 
published that treat the as- 
pects the seventeenth century 
are, for the most part, other 
than literary interest. However, 


Acting Editor, 


may that you are using the 
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expression "English 
literary sources theology 
politics. think you will in- 
terested looking the fol- 
lowing list titles; 


Nethercot, Sir William D'ave- 
nant, 1938. 


Knappen, Tudor Puritanism, 
1939. 


Hudson, John Ponet, Advocate 
Limited Monarchy, 1942. 


1942. 

That Incomparable 


Cross, Bibliographical Guide 
English Studies, Eighth Edition, 


Batten, John Dur Advocate 
Christian Reunion (ready Spring, 


1944). 


You ask about books this 
field which plan publish 
the near future. probable 
that shall have book Mil- 
ton and another Camden, but 
these studies are not completed, 
and since there certainty 
that shall publish them, they 
must mentioned general terms 
this letter. 


have reason believe 
that there any more less 
difficulty obtaining grants 
money for books covering materials 
the seventeenth century than 
for books dealing with any other 


for post-war publications, 
think have definite plan for 
materials that have accumulated 
that should then published 
far the seventeenth century 
concernede 


Your letter has served the 


pose calling attention 
the fact that have apparently 
been not active might 
have been inhelping work the 
rich materials the seventeenth 
century. myself, give course 
lectures the Department 
History and the Divinity School 
entitled History 
Europe the Seventeenth Century." 
feel encouraged make 
book it. 


17TH CENTURY 


Donald Wing Septem- 
ber the Yale University Library 
purchased ten accounts seven- 
teenth century These run 
from eight twenty-four pages 
Five are the British Mu- 
seum, one the Bodley, and 
four have not been located else- 
where. The earliest The Bloody 
Husband, 1653, and concerns 
double killing Adam Sprackling 
Lawrence Parish the Isle 
Thanet Kent "cut, mangled and 
murthered his own wife" for which 
was hanged Sandwich but not 
before had succeeded kill- 
ing Richard Langley, deputy the 
Mayor Sandwich, whose duties 
forced him attempt disarm 
the villain after the first mur- 
der. There copy the Bri- 
tish Museum. 


Four years later Heavens Cry 
Against Murder, 1657, where one 
apprentice named Nathaniel Butler 
killed another, named John 
the Rose The murder 
was accomplished with while 
the victim slept, and the motive 
was money for drinking and 


ling debts. This also the 
British Museum. 


1661 was published more 
exact and full relation the 
horrid and cruel latel 
committed upon Cossuma Albertus, 
Prince Transilvania, his own 
Servants. The Prince was killed 


and the rascals esca- 


x 
4 
f 
q 
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ped far with his 
moneye London grocer discovered 
the body and aided the London offi- 
cials securing the murderers. 
The Prince was most handsomely 
buried Rochester Cathedral. 
variant the British 
Museum, but other copy with this 
exact title-page has been located. 


Deplorable News from 
Fleet-Street, 1674, rather 
suicide for unrequited love. After 
courting anonymous gentle lady 
for seven years,- fancyinga slight, 
anonymous gentleman flung 
self. out window "four pair 
stairs high, near Fleet-Bridg. 
was pushed? contemporary 
manuscript note the title-page 
says the dead man was Jom Pucocke. 
copy the British Museum. 


The next year comes true and 


faithful relation the taking 
Peter Iesserson and Francis 


Smith, 1675, lived 
thirty-five had always pleased her 
She was killed Wil- 
liam Rains with knife her 
master's barn for pounds 
she had saved. Jesserson and 
Walker were held accomplices, 
but Rains seems have escaped. 
other copy has been located, 
and the printer, George King, 
not 


The danger interfering 
marital squabbles illustrated 
Caution Married Couples, 
1677, where tub-man oses 
life attempts tocome between 
lighterman and his wife 
Nightingale Lane. The half-pike 
aimed the wife kills her would- 
savior. There copy the 
British Museum. 


month later find succinct 
resumé the current season 
true relation all the bloody 


murders committed and about 


Recent 
spotted the pavement near Bow 


Church and the Strand. Three 
highwaymen have also been appre- 
hended together with their meagre 
Whip, and Nine shillings". copy 
the British Museum. 


Great and horrible news the 
West 1679, describes 
tradesman who hanged his apprentice 
for opening letter. Neighbors 
cut down the lad very in- 
quisitive after news" and presented 
the master the next assizes. 
other copy has been located. 


From Chichester learn 
true account--concerning the 
case pretended murder, where 
one Farington and his coachman were 
framed. There copy the 
Bodleian. The was an- 
swered Sir Roger L'Estrange 
The account clear'd, 1682. 


Finally, the most recent also 
the most moderne William Smith, 
rector Bitterley, near Shrews- 


bury, writes account the 
horrid contrivance John Cupper 
and Judith Brown his servant 
his wife, 1684. The 
born Hannah 
the rector Wafers 
Hopton, married “against the con- 
sent her Father and all her Re- 
What else could she ex- 
pect? After the body had been 
humed, Judith, worked upon well- 
meaning neighbors, confessed all. 
Cupper was hanged and Judith 


The British Museum has 
issue 1686. 


PERSONAL NOTES 


don), who was recently honored 
election the British 
spending this semester 


ica, lecturing Smith and 
Columbia. 


Greg has recently been ap- 
pointed Honorary Fellow Trinity 


Cambridge. 
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